
34  Royal Geelong Yacht Club Corinthian 2017

OFF THE BEACHOFF THE BEACH
Off The Beach sailing continues to flourish 
at RGYC, supported by Deakin University 
and Gill. Our junior, youth and mixed fleets 
have seen a 40% increase in their numbers 
from the previous season, partly as a result 
of Membership changes voted in at the 2016 
RGYC Annual General Meeting. 

Some of the more notable events during the 
2016/17 season include:

The OTB Working Bee saw a rebuild of the 
Cadet storage racks to accommodate all 
shape and size boat trolleys.

Springsail regatta and coaching clinic was 
the successful lead in event for the summer 
season with 120 entries involving 180 sailors.

The 100th Gala Day twilight parade was in 
the theme of ‘Past, Present and Future of 
Geelong’. The float was lively and colourful, 

involving Tackers and juniors through to 
stalwarts of the club such as Frant Bucek. 

Gill Opti State Championships, on the long 
weekend in March, was a major regatta held 
at RGYC, which, along with the Fireball Vic 
Championships and HANSA Asia Pacific 
Championships have all provided further 
competitive sailing opportunities for our 
sailors as well as a busy season for our 
parents, volunteers and staff.

Come ‘N’ Try days allowed our sailors to try 
out a range of OTB boats (49er, 29er, 420, 
Laser, Cadet, Opti and Waszp classes) and 
social events included the Senior Members’ 
Dinghy Race and End of season ‘Fun’ Day.

The summer season concluded with the 
RGYC clubrooms transformed to a Pacific 
paradise of white sandy beaches, palm 

trees, exotic fruit and tropical sun for the OTB 
Presentation Night. The evening celebrated 
all our sailors’ efforts, the events and 
achievements during the season, and the 
tireless hours put in by our volunteers. 

Thank you to our dedicated and reliable Race 
Officers, Steve Neunhoffer, Tony Gage, John 
Garner and Arthur Herring and the Eclipse 
Race Committee.  Thanks to the volunteers 
(many of them parents of sailors) who operate 
the safety/course laying RIB’s, our Canteen 
and the BBQ. Further thanks go to our Junior 
Cadet Captain Sophie Alexander, Vice 
Captain Claire Townson and the OTB Working 
Group members. 

Our volunteers enable OTB racing to occur 
every week.


